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Penicillin 

This  is  intended  merely  as  a  brief  out- 
line of  one  of  the  many  important  studies 
being  conducted  within  our  lengthy  cor- 
ridors. 

The  program  which  is  carried  out  by  the 
National  Research  Council  is  officially 
known  as  The  Investigations  on  Penicillin 
Therapy  in  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  series  of  offices  and  laboratories  from 
F-444  to  F-468  represent  headquarters  for 
this  work,  which  is  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  Walsh  McDermott.  His  able  assistants 
include  bacteriologists  Alaria  Benoit  and 
Rebeckah  Du  Bois.  On  Medicine  L  in  con- 
nection with  patient  care,  Willetta  Haynes, 
R.  N.,  capably  administers  the  intramuscu- 
lar injections.  Chemical  technician  Helen 
Steinberg,  Aide  Helen  Reynolds,  Lena 
Monk  and  Barbara  Cjimii  who  handle  the 
administrative  asjjects  and  especially  those 
lengthy  forms,  complete  the  staf?  directly 
participating  in  this  research. 

Basically,  the  study  concerns  itself  with 
a  specific  question — "Over  what  period  and 
how  much  Penicillin  dosage  is  necessary  to 
curb  an  infection?" 


Christmas  1944 

No  word  in  the  English  language  can 
compete  witli  "Christmas"  in  the  emotions 
it  arouses  or  in  the  memories  it  brings  back 
to  Christians  of  all  denominations.  It  is 
the  one  day  in  the  year  that  is  universally 
recognized  and  reverentiv  set  aside  as  a 
day  to  celebrate,  a  holy  day. 

In  peace  times,  on  Christinas  Day,  we  la\ 
aside  our  daily  tasks  and  our  troubles  and 
we  greet  friends  old  and  new  with  a  feeling 
of  comradship  and  good  fellowship.  During 
these  war  times  our  thoughts  go  out  to  our 
fighting  forces  in  man\  lands.  We  are  proud 
of  their  achievements  and  we  want  to  do 
our  part  to  speed  the  day  of  final  victory. 

The  New  York  Hospital  is  represented  in 
the  war  effort  not  only  by  General  Hos- 
pital No.  9  but  by  many  doctors,  nurses  and 
lay  members  of  the  hospital  personnel  who 
have  "joined  up."  An  urgent  call  just  is- 
sued for  more  nurses  at  the  front  lines  will 
be  answered  by  further  enlistments  from 
our  nursing  staff  without  a  doubt. 

"General  Eisenhower  Appeals  for  More 
Ammunition"  the  headlines  of  the  news- 
papers tell  us.  At  first  thought  there  seems 
to  be  little  that  we  can  do  in  response  to 
this  appeal.  Yet  w-e  contribute  in  large 
measure  to  the  morale  on  the  home  front 
by  rendering  care  to  the  sick  and  sending 
recovered  patients  back  to  their  work,  what- 
ever part  they  may  be  playing  directly  or 
indirectly  in  the  war  effort. 

When  our  work  seems  to  become  irksome 
in  these  days  of  shortages  caused  by  the  rav- 
ages of  war,  let  us  remember  that  we  are 
carrying  on  in  an  essential  activity  and  that 
in  the  complex  organization  of  modern  life 
we  have  an  important  though  indirect  con- 
tribution to  make  to  those  w-ho  actually 
"pass  the  ammunition." 

Twelve  Good  and  Sufficient 
Reasons  for  Buying  War  Bonds 

•  PEARL  HARBOR 

•  CORRIGADOR 

•  WAKE 

•  GUADALCANAL 

•  GUAM 

•  TARAWA 

•  A\ZIO  BEACH  HEAD 

•  .SALERNO 

•  SAIPAN 

•  NORMANDY 

•  AACHEN 

•  I-EYTE 


Three  Pianos  for  the  Boys 

At  a  benefit  given  by  the  New  York  Hos- 
pital Red  Cross  Production  Unit,  held  in 
the  Nurse's  Residence  on  October  18th, 
1944,  the  sum  of  $1215.00  profit  was  realiz- 
ed from  total  receipts  of  $1294.00. 

Acting  on  a  suggestion  from  the  Post  and 
Hospital  Committee  of  the  American  Red 
Cross,  New  York  Chapter,  the  Unit  ap- 
proved the  disbursement  of  $1200.00  for 
the  purchase  of  three  Mini  pianos  and  three 
dollies,  including  delivery  expense,  to  be 
sent  to  each  of  the  following  places:  Build- 
ing #29  Halloran  Hospital,  the  U.  S. 
Marine  Hospital  on  Ellis  Island  and  the 
Veterans  Administration  #81  in  the  Bronx. 
Building  #29  at  Halloran  Hospital  in 
which  most  of  the  men  are  in  traction  and 
consists  of  three  large  wards  detached 
from  the  main  hospital  buildings  not 
having  a  runway  connection.  At  the  Marine 
Hospital  a  musical  therapy  program  is  very 
active  and  a  piano  is  badly  needed.  At  the 
Veterans  Administration  #81  in  the  Bronx 
there  is  no  movable  piano  which  can  be 
taken  from  ward  to  ward  in  covering  their 
musical  programs.  On  each  of  the  pianos  is 
plaque  bearing  an  inscription  with  the  do- 
nor's name — The  New  York  Hospital  Red 
Cross  Unit. 

The  success  of  the  benefit  was  attributed 
to  the  fine  cooperation  of  the  professional 
staff  of  the  New  York  Hospital  and  their 
friends. 

Volunteer  aid  is  needed  to  carry  on  this 
valuable  work.  Last  year  a  great  many 
surgical  supplies  were  shipped  to  our  own 
General  Hospital  No.  9  as  well  as  to  the 
New  York  Chapter  of  the  American  Red 
Cross.  At  present  the  unit  is  working  on  a 
project  for  w'ounded  veterans  in  Halloran 
Hospital. 

Blood  Bank 

The  Blood  Bank  on  November  20th  post- 
ed an  appeal  for  blood  donors  to  help 
maintain  its  supply  at  an  effective  level. 
The  response  has  been  very  gratifying  and 
since  the  appearance  of  the  notice  the 
amount  of  blood  on  hand  has  been  quite 
adequate  to  meet  all  requests.  It  is  hoped 
that  this  response  w-ill  continue  steadily.  If 
the  donors  tend  to  come  in  too  large  num- 
bers on  any  one  day  an  appointment  ar- 
rangement will  be  put  in  effect  in  order  to 
distribute  the  supply  more  eveid\'. 
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Movie  by  Lowsley 

On  Tuesday,  November  28,  in  the 
Nurses'  Residence  Auditorium,  approxi- 
mately two  hundred  people  spent  an  en- 
joyable and  interesting  evening  witnessing 
the  fourth  showing  of  colored  motion  pic- 
tures taken  by  Dr.  Oswald  S.  Lowsley. 
The  doctor  was  introduced  b\  Miss  Rose 
Novak,  Chairman  of  the  House  Commit- 
tee, and  preceded  his  showing  with  informal 
comments  about  this  trip. 

This  film  included  travel  through  Cen- 
tral America,  and  Mexico,  with  beautiful 
scenery,  lovely  cloud  ef¥ects  and  sunsets, 
unusual  and  colorful  market  scenes,  out- 
standing historical  events  such  as  the  spon- 
taneous political  parade  of  5,000  Indians 
in  Guatamala  and  the  Independence  Day 
parades  in  Guatamala  and  in  Mexico.  Also 
included  were  photographs  of  the  new  "baby 
volcano"  at  Paracutin,  where  an  Indian 
who  was  plowing  his  corn  field  one  day  felt 
his  feet  getting  hot ;  he  led  his  oxen  off  the 
field  and  went  to  church  to  pray  to  the 
Blessed  \'irgin  to  take  the  heat  off  hi-; 
ground  and  not  spoil  liis  crops.  Just  as  he 
left  the  Held,  smoke  began  to  come  from 
the  plowed  field,  there  was  an  explosion  and 
the  dirt  flew  all  over  the  place  and  then, 
for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  man,  a 
volcano  was  seen  being  born.  This  volcano 
is  now  one  year  and  eight  months  old,  is 
3,000  feet  high,  and  is  growing  daily  as  it 
is  spitting  out  ash  and  lava  and  rumbles  so 
that  you  can  hear  it  ten  miles  away.  Pic- 
tures included  distant  shots  of  the  volcano 
itself,  and  closeups  of  the  lava,  still  hot  and 
steaming  months  after  accumulating.  The 
la\a  flowed  toward  the  village,  but  the  posi- 
tion of  the  church  caused  it  to  separate  and 
broke  the  steady  flow.  This  changed  its  di- 
rection so  that,  although  the  village  was 
destroyed,  the  people  of  the  town  were  able 
to  get  a\va\-  safely.  This  year  the  doctor 
also  showed  pictures  of  his  son's  famil)'  on 
their  Hacienda.  Even  those  who  did  not 
know  them  enjoyed  seeing  their  mode  of 
h'fe,  and  especially  the  "feature,"  the  little 
Lrrandaughter  in  Indian  costume  balancing 
a  basket  on  her  head  in  nati\e  fashion  as 
siie  \\  alked  thrf)ugh  their  gaiden.  The  gen- 
eral applause  audibly  conxeyed  the  unani- 
mous enjoyment  of  the  audience.  Friends 
then  gathered  in  the  lounge  for  doughnuts 
and  coffee. 


We  are  now  at  the  end  of  the  third  year  of  the  War 
and  everyone  connected  with  The  New  York  Hospital 
is  feeling  more  and  more  the  burden  of  working  un- 
der War  conditions.  Yet,  due  to  the  patience  and 
cooperation  of  all  members  of  the  organization,  the 
work  of  the  Hospital  has  been  carried  out  without  any 
substantial  let-down  in  our  standards.  For  this  helpful 
attitude,  the  Governors  thank  you  on  behalf  of  the 
Hospital,  and,  with  all  good  will,  send  you  Holiday 
Greetings. 

JAMES  W.  HUSTED, 
Secretary 


In  grateful  reco|znilion  we  relate  that  153  Nurses  Aides  have 
contrihuted  3200  hours  service  during  the  year. 
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A  Product  We  Use 

Suture  Malerial 

The  application  of  sutures  in  surgery  is 
no  recent  development.  Hippocrates,  born 
in  460  B.C.  and  well  known  as  the  father 
of  medicine,  w  rote  of  the  use  of  sutures  in 
his  work.  During  the  middle  ages  sutures 
were  forgotten.  Ambroise  Pare',  in  the 
sixteenth  centur}-.  reintroduced  them  to 
check  hemorrhage  after  amputations.  After 
his  time  the  use  of  suture  material  made  but 
slow  progress. 

Listers  teachings  and  his  introduction  of 
antiseptics  in  about  1865  made  possible 
more  widespread  use  of  suture  materials. 
He  found  that  wound  infection  did  not 
develop  w  hen  the  suture  was  aseptic. 

The  literature  of  the  Listerian  period, 
and  since,  is  overflowing  with  discussions  of 
ligatures  and  sutures.  Gold,  silver  and  iron 
wire,  silk,  silkworm-gut,  linen  and  cotton 
cord,  tendons  from  a  host  of  animals  (in- 
cluding the  o.\.  the  kangaroo,  the  rat.  whale, 
raccoon)  and  the  intestinal  tissue  of  many 
and  varied  creatures  have  been  used.  Sheep 
intestinal  tissue  is  used  in  the  manufacture 
of  absorbable  sutures  known  as  catgut. 

The  truck  of  the  abattoir  has  delivered  a 
shipment  to  a  modern  manufacturing  plant 
located  in  close  proximity  to  its  stock  yards. 
Considerable  quantities  of  the  small  intes- 
tine of  the  sheep,  called  casings,  are  receiv- 
ed daily.  Immediately  experienced  hands 
commence  a  series  of  painstaking  procee- 
dures  in  an  effort  to  present  the  surgeon 
with  a  perfect  strand  of  catgut  w^orthy  of 
his  skill. 

Eleven  progressive  routines  comprise  the 
process  necessary  to  produce  the  finished 
catgut.  The  following  condensed  descrip 
tion  specifically  identifies  each  necessary  skill 
and  precautionar)  measure:  1.  The  cleans- 
ing of  intestines  directly  after  their  removal 
from  the  sheep.  2.  Preparation  of  the  in- 
dividual ribbon.  3.  Chromici/Jng  of  the 
ribbfjn.  4.  Twisting  the  ribbon  by  me- 
chanical means.  5.  Drying  of  the  twisted 
strand  under  controlled  conditions.  6.  Pol- 
ishing of  the  strand.  7.  Ciauging,  strength 
testing,  and  inspection.  8.  Extraction  and 
dehydration  under  controlled  conditions.  0. 
Heat  sterilization  so  applied  that  the  de- 
struction of  any  and  all  organisms  is  assur- 
ed.  10.  Flame  sealing  of  tubes.   11.  Quar- 


antine pending  bacteriological  examination 
of  each  lot  for  verification  of  sterility. 

Specific  terminology  refers  to  catgut  as 
chromic  and  plain.  Both  these  types  of  cat- 
gut are  known  as  absorbable  sutures  w'hich' 
are  digested  during  the  healing  process  by 
the  tissues  in  which  they  are  embeded. 
Chromic  catgut  is  employed  in  areas  where 
delayed  absorption  is  desired  and  this  fea- 
ture is  achieved  through  treatment  of  the 
gut  in  its  original  or  ribbon  form  with 
chromic  acid  or  its  salts. 

Boilable  or  Non-Boilable  catgut  merelx 
refers  to  the  method  of  stenli/.ing  the  out- 
side of  the  sealed  tube  in  w  hich  the  catgut 
resides  on  a  reel.  The  onl\  difference  be- 
tween the  two  kinds  is  in  the  preser\ing 
fluid  which  allows  the  boilable  type  tube 
to  be  boiled.  Outside  tube  cleansing  on  non- 
boilable  is  restricted  to  germicidal  steriliz- 
ing agents.  The  preference  of  most  sur- 
geons is  for  non-boilable  which  is  used  as 
taken  from  the  sterile  tube  without  sterile 
water  conditioning  or  other  handling. 

1  he  creed  of  the  reputable  catgut  maker 
is  to  endow  his  product  with  the  qualities 
of  absolute  asepsis  and  maximum  strength 
combined  with  minimum  diameter. 

Interesting  nomenclature  revolves  around 
the  word  "Catgut"  itself  which  is  really 
sheep  gut.  It  was  originally  derived  from 
"Kitgut"  or  "Kitstring"  meaning  a  fiddle 
string  and  this  term  has  become  confused 
with  "Kit"  meaning  a  little  cat. 

Xon-absorbablc  sutures  which  include 
silk,  nylon,  silkworm-gut,  metallic  wires, 
etc.,  by  contrast  remain  in  the  tissues  for 
an  indefinite  time  and  are  not  absorbed  dur- 
ing the  process  of  wound  healing. 

In  the  selection  of  any  product,  perform- 
ance in  its  particular  field  of  application  is 
a  prime  consideration. 

It  is  equally  important  to  have  knowledge 
of  your  manufacturing  source,  his  facilities 
and  his  ability  to  consistantly  create  a  qual- 
ity product. 


Kelilor's  Note: — It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
editor  that  readers  might  be  interested  in  a 
brief  discussion  of  products  we  use  every 
day,  such  as  the  preceeding  article. 

Pending  your  comments,  subsequent  is- 
sues might  include  salient  facts  concerning 
the  thermometer,  prepared  intravenous  solu- 
tion, the  syringe  etc. 


THROUGH  THE 
PEEP  HOLE 

Many  hopeful  eyes  will  search  the  hos- 
pital tower  this  season  for  the  Xmas  cross 
that  had  been  blacked  out  for  several  vears. 


We  were  delighted  with  a  visit  from 
Major  Frederick  L.  Liebolt,  orthopedic 
surgeon.  He  looked  tops  with  his  Florida 
tan  and  seemed  most  enthusia.stic  with  his 
actnities  in  the  Arm\. 


Quaint,  friendh  and  courteous  describes 
Mr.  Glover  Small,  elevator  operator.  He 
will  soon  celebrate  his  first  anniversary  with 
this  hospital. 

*  *  * 

No  Christmas  would  be  complete  without 
mentioning  Miss  Pat  McSherry  and  h.er 
well  stocked  Gift  Shop.    You  know — she 

has  been  anxiousl\'  searching  for  , 

gosh,  almost  forgot  we  promised  not  to 
mention  it! 

*  *  » 

Mr.  Joe  Roberts,  head  of  the  orderlies; 
technician  in  the  Department  of  Pathology 
(nights)  also  a  teacher  of  technique  to  the 
orderlies  has  entered  into  his  tenth  year  with 
this  institution.  His  popularity  with  his 
charges  is  noteworthy.  To  Joe  goes  the  men- 
tion for  this  issue.   We  hope  he  will  find 

time  to  read  this.   He  is  a  \er\  busy  man. 

*  *  •*• 

How  about  buying  ANOTHER  Bond. 


\Vc  are  grateful  indeed  for  the  conven- 
ience of  the  Payroll  Teller  in  the  power 
house.  Comely  Mrs.  Lillian  Daggett  with 
her  nimble  fingers  speedily  peels  off  the 
greenbacks  to  the  many  thankful  emplo\ees 
seeking  cash  for  their  checks.  This  service 
has  been  in  operation  since  la.st  June.  Don  t 
forget  your  identification  card  though,  or  no 
soap.  p 

*       «  * 

We  daresay  that  Mi'.  I  hornton  is  \\<-ll 
acquainted  with  the  hospital  layout  now. 
We  spotted  him  visiting  the  various  depart- 
ments with  income  tax  cards  explaining  the 
simplicity  of  filling  out  the  forms. 

((J'Jil/i/IUCfi   oil   I'fKJC  5) 


THE  PULSE  —  CHRISTMAS  1944 


5 


CHEER  FOR  YOUNG  VICTIMS  OF  ROBOT  BOMBS 


Children  in  London  receiving  hot  cocoa  from  American  Red  Cross  Trailer  Canteen, 
a  recent  gift  from  the  New  York  Hospital  Red  Cross  Unit,  Women's  Division. 

The  Women's  Division  here,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Norvelle  C.  La  Marr,  is  in 
receipt  of  a  letter  of  thanks  from  Her  Majesty  Queen  Elizabeth  of  England  for  the 
canteen  trailer  shown  above. 


Peep  Hole 

( Continued) 

In  answer  to  the  many  inquiries  regard- 
ing infantile  paralysis  patients  being  care(! 
for  in  our  hospital  we  are  glad  to  state  that 
we  are  equipped  to  handle  a  limited  num- 
ber of  patients.  Dr.  Hansson  liead  of  the 
Department  of  Physical  Tlierapy  superviies 
all  treatments.  A'liss  Margaret  \'alentine, 
graduate  in  the  polio  course  at  New  York 
University  competently  supervises  the  tech- 

n'cal  part  of  the  treatments. 

*  * 

We  were  ph'asaiith  surprised  wlien  we 
learned  that  a  (h'stinguished  artist  lias  join- 
ed the  ranks  of  this  hospital.  He  is  Mr. 
Joseph  Bu/./,eili.  Mr.  Buzzelli  formerly 
conducted  the  \'endome  Gallery  where  he 
promoted  and  encouraged  young  artists.  He 
has  decorated  and  painted  murals  in  many 
churches  and  public  buildings.  His  picture.-; 
hang  in  .several  museums.  He  has  been 
painting  for  twenty-two  >ears  despite  his 
youthful  appearance.  Welcome  to  our  midst 
Joe. 

*        *  * 

Merry  Christmas  and  a  swell  New  Year 
to  you  all. 

For  Evervoiie's  Convenience 

( particularly  the  Personnel  Department) 

To  facilitate  keeping  up  to  the  minute 
records  and  accurate  information  on  all  the 
New  York  Hospital  family,  may  we  re- 
quest your  cooperation  in  the  following 
routine? 

1.  If  you  have  just  been  enrolled  as  an 
employee  of  the  hospital,  will  you  kindly 
inform  the  Personnel  Department,  whether 
or  not  you  are  carrying,  at  your  own  ex- 
pense, an  Associated  Hospital  Service  (Blue 
Cross  in  some  commvuuties)  membership? 

2.  If  you  have  been  a  member  of  this 
organization  for  six  months,  will  you  be 
good  enough  to  sign  the  form  sent  you  by 
the  Personnel  Department,  indicating 
whether  you  do  or  do  not  wish  to  benefit 
from  the  hospital's  free  offer  to  you  of 
Associated    Hospital  Service  membership? 

.3.  If  many  months  have  gone  by  and  you 
have  not  informed  the  Personnel  Depart- 
ment concerning  your  wishes  in  regard  to 
this  offer,  will  you  be  kind  enough  to  take 
a  few  minutes  and  notify  them  in  writing 
at  this  time? 

The  Personnel  Department  is  located  in 
Room  L()()13  in  the  Sub-Basement. 


A  Prayer 

Copy  of  the  Prayer  given  by  Dr.  John 
U'allace  Siiter  at  the  Cornell  Univers'.ty 
— New  York  Hospital,  School  of  Nurs- 
inr/,  Tuesday,  September  26,  1944 

We  stand  in  thy  presence,  Almighty  God, 
conscious  that  thy  Holy  Spirit  upholds  an^i 
strengthens  us.  We  acknowledge  thy  power 
and  guidance;  for  the  earth  is  thine  and  all 
that  dwell  therein. 

Pour  down  upon  this  School  of  Nursing, 
we  pray  thee,  the  noble  gifts  of  thy  treas- 
ury; the  gift  of  loyalty  and  truth;  the  gift 
of  skill  and  wisdom,  the  gifts  of  gaiet\  and 
kindliness  and  gallantry  and  poise.  Bless 
those  ill  whose  hands  lie  the  reins  of  admin- 
istration and  finance.  Grant  them  vision 
and  imagination,  discipline  and  (le|ien(l- 
ability. 

(iuide  with  thy  perfect  truth  all  who 
teach  and  all  who  learn.  Banish  all  care- 
lessness, hypocrisy,  and  ignorance. 

And  to  those  who  serve  in  humble  tasks, 


give  faithfulness,  and  a  sense  of  the  beauty 
of  work  well  done. 

Finally,  O  Lord,  we  beseech  thee  to  stand 
by  these  who  now  enter  upon  their  careers 
as  Nurses.  Give  to  each  one  a  realization 
of  her  calling  to  serve  humankind  in  the 
Nan^e  oi  (jod.  Teach  her  when  to  sympa- 
thize, when  to  rebuke,  when  to  administer 
the  hard  iron  of  spiritual  strength,  (jrant 
her  insight,  tenderness,  a  knowledge  of  the 
human  soul,  and  competence.  In  the  lonely 
vigils  of  the  night,  be  thou  her  Friend ;  in 
fatigue,  renew  her  strength ;  in  discourage- 
ment, cheer  her;  in  the  hour  of  triumph, 
make  her  know  that  all  good  things  come 
from  thee,  the  Holy  One,  Giver  of  every 
good  and  perfect  gift. 

Bless  our  Nation  !  Re\  eal  thyself  in  every 
field  of  battle,  on  every  island  and  sea,  to 
our  valiant  men  and  women  who  fight  and 
roil  for  freedom.  Bring  them  safe  home,  if 
possible.  Make  us  mf)re  worthy  to  ask  for 
victory.  And  bring  to  this  thy  Earth  a  just 
and  godly  peace  ;  through  the  might  of  Jesus 
Christ,  who  taught  us  to  pray: 

The  Lord's  Prayer. 
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Letters  From  Friends 
in  Service 

Received  September. 
Major  Frank  Glenx 
Office  of  the  Chief  Surgeon,  U.S.A.S.W. 
Southwest  Pacific 

"Two  days  ago  I  returned  here  from 
the  forward  area  .  .  .  distances  are  great 
even  under  the  best  of  transportation.  .  . 
I  have  seen  the  9th  but  once  in  the  past 
seven  months.  The\  are  now  in  a  new 
h)cati()n  .  .  .  Bruce  Webster  has  been  a 
base  surgeon  for  some  time  ...  As  a  sur- 
gical consultant  1  find  1  have  a  luimber  of 
odd  jobs  that  keep  me  busy  .  .  .  my  time 
is  given  to  making  rounds  on  the  surgical 
services  of  the  hospitals,  I  see  a  never  end- 
ing group  of  interesting  cases  .  .  .  these  are 
busy  places  when  things  are  active  .  .  .  you 
can  hardly  imagine  how  difficult  it  is  to 
transport  patients  through  dense  jungle  ten 
to  twenty  miles  by  native  bearers  who  some- 
times wade  through  swamps  up  to  their 
waists.  I  have  yet  to  hear  of  their  dropping 
anv.  Grogan  O'Connel  (once  with  us  at 
the  hospital)  is  in  a  .Navy  hospital  .  .  . 
Last  night  I  gave  the  annual  lecture  for  the 
Australian  College  of  Surgeons.  Sir  How  - 
ard Florey.  of  penicillin  fame,  was  present. 
It  was  pleasant  to  get  into  a  medical  school 
and  hospital  where  the  floors  are  solid  and 
no  dust  or  mud  .  .  .  Remember  me  to  my 
old  friends  in  the  hospital.  I  know  you  must 
all  be  working  \ery  hard  .  .  ." 

*  * 

(8-30-44). 
(VV^rites  from  Knglland — "We  have 
moved  so  fast  that  I  still  find  it  hard  to  be- 
lieve I'm  here  in  England.  This  is  a  beau- 
tiful country,  and  I  think  our  'plant'  is  in 
one  Of  the  prettiest  spots.  Our  quarters  are 
the  highest  spot  in  camp,  and  the  \  iew  from 
my  back  window  is  like  something  out  of  a 
book.  A  lot  of  us  have  bikes  and  now  that 
we've  learned  to  use  the  hand  brakes  in- 
stead of  the  coaster  brakes  that  aren't  there, 
we'\e  been  having  a  fine  time.  .  .  .  Do  you 
remember  Dr.  Bliss  Clark?  He  used  to 
wfjrk  on  H  He's  w  ith  the  Bellevue  Unit 
and  was  almost  transferred  to  us.  I  didn't 
see  him  but  the  Major  that  came  in  his 
place  told  me  all  about  him.  It  sounded 
gwd  to  hear  about  someone  I  knew.  Sa\ 
hello  to  everybody  for  me." 

Lt.  Barbara  E.  Rhode, 

General  Hospital. 


Received  October. 
Lieut.  Earl  A.  O'Neill, 
General  Hospital,  Oklahoma. 

".  .  .  When  I  first  arrived  the  tempera- 
tures ranged  between  100  and  110  degrees 
but  it's  cooler  now.  There's  little  excite- 
ment out  hear  in  the  land  of  'Billy  the  Kid 
because  all  the  cowboys  and  Indians  are  in 
the  army.  There  hasn't  been  a  sheriff  in 
this  town  in  two  years !  .  .  .  W^e  ha\e  a 
\ery  active  orthopedic  service.  There  are 
four  of  us  running  tlie  serx  ice  .  .  .  Every 
monuiig  is  occupied  with  surgcrx  ...  I  re- 
ceived letters  from  John  Beal  and  Ward 

O'Sullivan  this  week  .  .  ." 

*        *  * 

2nd  Lieut.  Lila  Jones,  formerl\  dietitian 
in  the  Stai?  Dining  Room,  18th  floor,  is 
now  in  France,  running  an  Army  kitchen 
in  a  tent  hospital.  She  recently  caught  up 
with  Drs.  Moore,  Eckhardt,  Walsh,  Hunt, 
McCormick  and  Flynn,  and  had  a  great 
time  talking  over  old  times  at  New  York 
Hospital.  She  is  with  the  168th  General 
Hospital.  *    *  * 

Received  September. 
Major  William  A.  Cooper 
General  Hospital,  APO  New  York. 

".  .  .  It  is  almost  five  months  since  1  ar- 
rived in  England  .  .  .  we  have  a  little  over 
1 000  beds  and  we  are  kept  full  most  of  the 
time.  Most  of  the  casualties  have  been 
through  an  evacuation  hospital,  and  are 
three  or  four  days  old,  though  we  got 
freshly  wounded  right  after  D-Day.  Plane 
evacuation  is  working  very  well,  both  from 
the  far  shore  here  and  here  to  the  states. 
I'm  sure  you  would  be  impressed  by  the 
care  the  men  get  from  the  field  back.  It 
is  almost  unbelieveably  and  uniformily 
good  ...  I  am  impressed  that  there 
is  remarkably  little  infection  .  .  .  Steve 
Meigher  is  my  right  hand  man  .  .  .  I've 
just  gotten  another  Cornell  boy,  Bob  Foley 
from  the  class  of  1942.  .  .  I've  seen  almost 
everyone  from  N.  Y.  except  Kd.  Douglas.  .  . 
Lee  Kendall  is  Chief  of  Surgery  in  a  Sta- 
tion Hospital  about — miles  from  here  where 
we  send  convalescents.  The  Bellevue  urut 
is  ruiuiing  a  very  g<jod  hospital  near — and 
I've  visited  them  several  times.  1  have  bei-n 
able  to  sec  all  of  central  England  on  \ari- 
ous  trips  and  have  enjoyed  it  very  much. 
The  landed  gentry  in  the  vicinity  has  been 
very  kind  and  life  is  not  unplesant  except 
for  the  weather,  and  missing  those  at 
home.  .  ." 


(8-12-44). 

"We  have  arrived  at  last  at  our  destina- 
tion and  is  it  ever  good  to  be  working 
again  .  .  .  we  live  in  a  large  grove  of  coco- 
nut trees,  so  far  no  casualties,  although  it 
would  fracture  your  skull  if  you  did  get  hit 
with  1  cocanut  .  .  .  Amusements  are  nil 
unless  you  can  make  your  own  (we're  good 
at  that,  too).  We  have  started  a  glee  club, 
the  men  have  marvelous  voices  and  the  lead 
is  good ;  our  main  trouble  is  enough  women 
to  balance  the  male  voices  .  .  .  Say  hello  to 
everybody  .  .  ." 

Lt.  Polly  H.  Wilkhr. 
(leneral  Hospital. 

*  *  * 

Received  September. 
Lt.  Col.  Cransiox  W.  Holman, 
Evacuation  Hospital,  APO  San  Francisco. 

".  .  .  Although  we  had  only  800  odd 
patients  on  the  surgical  service  the  variety 
was  good  and  some  proved  to  be  of  real  in- 
terest (here  writing  changes  from  type- 
writer to  pen  and  ink  with  'the  organization 
owning  the  typewriter  was  just  dropped  off 
so  will  continue  this  in  long  hand  .  .  .') 
Trust  all  is  well  and  with  best  wishes." 

*    *  » 

(September  29,  1944). 
Conway  Bailey,  1940,  writes  from  Flor- 
ence, South  Carolina — "We  have  112  cadet 
nurses  which  is  quite  a  number  for  us  and 
I've  never  been  quite  so  busy." 

*  *  « 

Major  Herbert  Conway, 
(recently  promoted  to  Lt.  Col.) 
Hq.  Intermediate  Section, 
APO,  San  Francisco. 

.  .  The  past  _\ear  has  been  an  eventful 
year  for  me,  and  the  time  has  passed  rap- 
idly. The  annual  report  of  my  department 
showed  that  there  were  2800  cases  in  the 
operating  rooms  during  the  twelve  month 
period.  There  were  three  post-operative 
deaths  .  .  .  The  hospital  was  located  in  a 
dry  climate  and  the  upper  respiratory  dis- 
eases were  not  common  ...  At  the  present 
1  am  surgical  consultant  to  several  of  the 

large  bases  in   M\'  work  is  similar 

to  that  which  is  being  done  by  Frank 
Gleiui  .  .  ." 

{ (j'liitiniicd  oil  pfiyc  7) 
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Letters 

{(jOii  tinned) 

Received  July. 

Lt.  Arthur  1.  Chenoweth, 
(Jeneral  Hospital,  Missouri. 

".  .  .  The  course  in  neuro-surj^ery  of- 
ficially terminated  the  first  of  this  month, 
and  immediately  thereafter  I  received  or- 
ders to  remain  here  as  a  member  of  the  ve^- 
ular  staft.  ...  I  have  heard  very  little  news 
from  the  Hospital  recently  .  ..  1  trust  thinfjs 
are  moving  alonj;  as  smoothly  as  \()u  car\ 
expect  .  .  . 

(September  11,  1944). 
2(1  Lt.  Hazel  Bennett,  class  of  194U. 
writes  from  an  Island  of  the  S.W.P.A. — 
"As  you  can  see  I've  moved  again-lost  all 
my  luggage  except  small  handbag.  I  am 
pleasantly  situated  on  a  small  Island.  It  is 
the  most  beautiful  spot  I've  seen  in  the 
SWPA  .  .  .  Om-  quarters  and  wards  art- 
open  tents,  dirt  Hoors.  barrel  and  dipper 
water  system.  Although  we  have  the  usual 
rainfall,  we  have  no  mud  ...  It  is  cnif)\- 
able  to  be  out  of  tin-  mud  .  .  .  Please  re- 
member me  to  those  that  1  know  there. 
K\  acuation  Hospital.  " 


Received  August. 
!,ii-:uT.  (s.g. )  Wii.i.iAM  F.  Nickel, 
(Now  a  father  of  tine  10  lb.  boy) 

U.S.N.R.,  U.S.S.   ,  Fleet, 

P.  ().,  San  F"rancisco. 

...  Living  aboard  one  of  these  big  car- 
riers is  much  like  living  in  a  big  steel  apart- 
ment house.    There  are  over   ofKcers 

and  men  in  the  ship's  company  and  man\ 
of  them  do  not  get  up  into  the  fresh  air 
and  sunlight  for  days  at  a  time  .  .  .  We 
try  to  have  regular  periods  for  sun-bathing 
on  the  flight  deck  but  that  is  not  possible 
when  we  are  operating  which  is  nearly 
always.  Our  living  quarters  arc  spacious 
but  hot.  It  is  nearl)'  always  around  90. o 
there  .  .  .  There  are  two  of  us  to  a  room. 
It  has  an  upper  and  lower  berth,  a  desk 
apiece  and  in  addition  all  rooms  have  hot 
and  cold  running  water  and  dial  telephones 
so  in  that  respect,  at  least,  we  are  more 
fortunate  than  the  Army  .  .  .  Please  re- 
member me  to  evcrjonc  .  .  ." 


1,643,483  Case  Records 

Have  you  ever  stopped  to  think  about 
the  lumiber  of  records  a  hospital  must  keep? 
Every  person  who  has  ever  been  a  patient 
of  a  hospital  lea\es  behind  him  a  record  of 
his  illness  and  subsequent  treatment — rec- 
ords which  are  kept  carefidK  and  up  to 
date,  recording  all  visits  of  the  patient. 

The  Record  Room  of  the  New  York 
Hospital  is  probably  one  of  the  largest  in 
the  country,  and  let's  take  a  look  at  it.  In 
the  first  place  it  occupies  about  ten  thou- 
sand square  feet  ot  floorspace,  it  has  about 
five  hundred  filing  cabinets  and  over  one 
and  a  half  million  case  records  and  o\er 
five  hundred  bound  volumes  going  back  to 
1793.  To  be  exact,  the  figure  is  about  one 
million,  six  hundred  fortj-three  thousand 
case  records  and  each  record  folder  is  ap- 
proximately (according  to  our  inexperi- 
enced eye)  eleven  by  fourteen  inchts,  and 
we  spent  a  merry  half-hour  computing  the 
area  of  said  folders.  It  came  to  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-three  million,  twent\-tw() 
thousand  square  inches.  \Vhen  it  is  consid- 
ered that  some  folders  contain  about  twenty 
or  thirty  pages,  the  game  could  be  carried 
on  far  into  the  night.  Anyhow,  it  is  a  lot 
of  records. 

The  New  York  Hospital  is  very  old. 
The  first  site  was  on  Broadway  and  estab- 
lished in  1771.  Then  it  moved  to  Sixteenth 
Street  and  occupied  that  site  for  55  years. 
And  then  in  1932  it  moved  into  its  pres- 
ent new  and  elegant  quarters.  The  old 
records  were  kept  in  books,  very  nuich  like 
the  records  of  the  old  apothecaries,  and 
there  are  at  present  on  file  o\er  five  hun- 
dred volumes  of  these  records,  including 
those  records  of  other  hospitals  which  arc 
now  a  part  of  The  New  York  Hospital. 
Then  came  the  present  system  of  filing  by 
folders.  They  take  up  space,  of  course, 
more  and  more  space — the  space  was  ex- 
panded as  the  files  expanded.  But  just  as  it 
seemed  that  eventually  the  whole  world 
would  be  filled  with  files  along  came  mod- 
ern science  in  the  form  of  microfilm.  It  is 
being  used  on  the  earlv  and  inactive  rec- 
ords now  and  will  no  doubt  come  into  more 
and  more  use.  Which  means  the  world 
won't  be  filled  with  files  until  maybe  two 
billion  more  years,  which  is  a  comforting 
thought. 


We  will  now  turn  to  the  staff.  The 
Director,  Miss  Lincoln,  is  a  very  charming 
lady  with  a  home  in  New  Jersey  and  with 
a  hobby  of  badminton  and  a  taste  for  music. 
She  has  occupied  her  present  position  for 
twelve  years  and  tells  us  of  the  intricacies 
of  the  department  with  enthusiasm.  For 
instance,  would  you  guess  all  the  records 
aside  from  being  filed  numerically,  are  cross 
indexed  alphabetically,  medically  and  pho- 
netically. Just  why  phonetically  leaves  us 
just  a  bit  confused.  That's  one  question 
we  forgot  to  ask.  The  supervisor  is  a 
Registered  Librarian,  Vice  President  and 
Chairman  of  the  Coninuttee  on  Revisions 
of  By-Laws  of  the  National  Association  of 
Medical  Record  Librarians,  and  maybe  she 
arranged  them  phonetically  just  to  keep  her 
haiul  in,  like  skaters  do  figure-eights.  An\- 
how,  she  has  written  papers  on  the  subject 
and  we  are  impressed. 

One  of  the  newest  and  most  important 
adjuncts  to  record  keeping  is  the  central- 
ized secretarial  transcription  of  records 
from  ediphone  cylinders. 

The  rest  of  the  staff  (all  female)  i/i- 
ciudes  one  Betty  Pinter,  in  the  marines, 
and  any  number  of  gals  with  sweethearts, 
husbands,  etc.,  in  the  service.  Two  of  the 
members  of  the  staff  moved  up  with  the 
ilepartment  when  the  hospital  moved  from 
Sixteenth  Street  and  are  so  devoted  to  their 
work  they  have  to  be  shooed  out  at  night. 
I  here  must  be  something  fascinating  about 
th?  place  to  inspire  such  devotion  and  the\ 
all  seem  to  have  it.  Or  maybe  they're  just 
swell  gals — any  number  of  them  do  extra 
service  at  the  hospital,  and  our  hats  are  off 
to  them. 

AH  in  all  it  is  a  most  interesting  and 
dramatic  part  of  the  complex  organization 
that  is  the  hospital  and  when  one  stops  to 
think  of  the  staggering  volume  of  work 
handled  efficiently  and  confidentially  it 
makes  for  a  job  both  worthwhile  and  in- 
teresting. 

Pigeon  Paper 

Put  an  extra  piece  in  the  paper  salvage 
barrel  for  the  Army's  carrier  pigeons.  The 
me.ssages  they  carry  are  small  but  impor- 
tant— and  always  flown  in  duplicate.  Some 
36,000  pigeons  are  flying  communications 
in  overseas  theaters.  To  date,  the  War  De- 
partment knows  of  no  message  ever  lost. 


lO 
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Miss  Blanche  Bohach,  formerly  Medical 
Dietitian  at  the  Rochester  General  Hos- 
pital, has  taken  a  position  as  Therapeutic 
Assistant  to  the  Director  of  the  Nutrition 
Department. 

*    *  * 

Christmas  activities  in  the  Nurses'  Resi- 
dence will  begin  on  Sunday,  December  I7th, 
when  the  Glee  Club  will  sing  Christmas 
Carols  in  the  pavilions  of  the  Hospital.  A 
tea  for  employees  will  be  given  on  Decem- 
ber 20  from  4  to  6,  and  "Department 
Teas"  for  the  nurses  and  their  friends  will 
be  held  the  afternoons  of,  Wednesday, 
December  27  and  Thursday,  December  28. 
Silver  trees,  red  bells,  and  bright  ribbon 
give  promise  of  the  usual  attractive  decora- 
tions to  come. 

»        »  * 

//  js  n  10  pound  boy  for  Dr.  and  ]\Irs. 
Xickel  at  Lying-in.  Dr.  Nickel  i.v  on  (in 
aeroplane  carrier  soineuhere  in  the  South 
Pacific. 

*  *  * 

October  1.  mid  morning — that  buzz  in 
the  hall  is  here  again — Freshmen  waiting 
to  get  into  classrooms,  on  2d  floor  of  the 
residence  .  .  .  and  the  skeleton  has  come  out 
of  our  closet  tor  his  seasonal  airing  .  .  . 

*  *  * 

"Operating  Room  Technique"  bv  Edythe 
Louise  Alexander,  R.  N.,  NYH  1929.  pub- 
lished in  194J  by  Mosby  Company,  St. 
Louis.  Dedication:  "TO  THE  OPERAT- 
ING NURSE.  Rarely  heard  and  seldom 
noticed,  without  who.se  loyal  a.ssistance  the 
task  of  the  most  skillful  surgeon  would  be 
immeasurably  more  difficult."  The  book  is 

available  in  our  reference  library. 

*  *  * 

Address  change  for  Lt.  (jeorge  J.  Mc 
Bride  places  him  in  the  Infantry  at  Ft. 
Benning,  Ga.  Word  comes  that  Sgt.  Jim 
Gurzenda  is  "marking  time"  at  Camp  Ber- 
keley, Texas,  waiting  for  new  assignment. 

He  certainly  enjoyed  seeing  his  friends  here. 

*  *  * 

October  Pulse  states  that  merely  mention- 
ing Karin  (his  daughter)  calls  for  an  un- 
usual exhibition  of  chest  expansion  of  Law- 
rence Jacobson,  R.  N. — we'd  like  to  men- 
tion that  the  infant's  mother  was  Doris 
Case,  NWH  1935.   Peep  Hole. 


Miss  Barbara  Correll,  who  formerly  serv- 
ed as  dietitian  on  Pediatrics,  has  resigned  to 
take  a  position  with  General  Foods  Cor- 
poration. *    *  * 

The  last  issue  of  the  Pulse  reported  the 
engagement  of  Alice  Satzuk.  We  now  re- 
port Alice  A  Hard  is  happily  married  to  her 
sailor,  Bill,  and  has  recently  returned  from 

a  short  honeymoon  in  Vermont. 

*  *  * 

'  Major  Preston  Wade  is  now  head  of  the 
Surgical  Division  (General  Hospital  #9) 
replacing  Lieut.  Col.  Ralph  Bowers,  who 

has  returned  to  this  country. 

*  *  * 

Alajor  Theodore  Oppel  has  replaced  Dr. 
Bruce  If  'ehster  as  head  of  the  Medical  Divi- 
sion of  the  Unit. 

*  *  * 

Judith  Yvonne  October  3,  1944  to  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Paul  Messier  (nee  Marion 
Purdy,  '41)  ;  John  Seton,  October  17,  1944. 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herbert  Seton  Egbeit 
(nee  Margaret  E.  Wyatt.  '27)  ;  Chicca 
Ann  October  20.  1944.  to  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Jrmes  Iritini  (n.c  Amy  Ota,  '41);  A  son 
to  Mr.  and   Mrs.  V'^'incent  Lolardo  (nee 

Ha/.el  Predmore)  October  18.  1944. 

*  *  * 

Natalie  Woznick.  class  of  1939,  now  a 
first  Lieutenant  in  the  Army  Nurse  Corps. 

writes  from  France,  and  sends  greetings. 

•*    *  » 

Mrs.  Atkinson,  dietitian  in  the  Nurses 
Residence,  has  resigned  her  position  to  join 
her  husband  who  has  recently  returned  from 
overseas  duty  where  he  has  been  command- 
ing amphibious  landing  craft.  Dorothy 
Clymer   will   take   over    Mrs.  Atkinson's 

duties  in  the  Residence. 

*  *  * 

Bill  Soditskas  nh'i  last  year  turned  nut 
over  70  gallons  of  icecream  and  slierherl 
daily  in  the  hospital's  private  icecream  plant , 
is  now  serving  in  Holland  as  a  sergeant  in 
the  U.  S.  Army. 

*  *  * 

Lt.  (S.  (j. )  Leston  Fitch,  former  Resi- 
dent in  the  Department  of  Obstetrics  and 
Gynecology,  was  in  for  a  visit  a  few  weeks 
ago  after  having  spent  .several  months  in 
the  South  Pacific  aboard  a  destroyer.  He 
has  seen  a  great  deal  of  action  and  had  a 
lot  of  interesting  tales  to  relate.  He  ran 
into  Leslie  Dill,  Almon  Cross  and  William 
Langston,  all  former  members  of  the  Wom- 
an's Clinic  House  Staf¥. 


Frank  Frick,  the  maestro  of  the  kitchen 
at  Payne  Whitney,  has  recently  completed 
ten  years  of  service.  Congratulations  Frank 
on  your  excellent  work. 

*       *  » 

Want  to  start  a  1945 
Christmas  Fund? 

Christmas  is  almost  upon  us  and  the  usual 
drain  on  savings  accounts,  bank  balances 
and  home  savings  funds  has  been  augment- 
ed, doubtless,  by  stamp  drives  and  bond 
sales.  Here's  an  easy  way  toward  getting 
that  fund  started  for  the  next  Yule-tide 
Season. 

If  you  will  bring  one  person  to  the  Pei- 
sonnel  Office,  530  East  70th  Street,  Room 
LOO  13  in  the  sub-basement,  and  if  both  the 
new  person  and  you,  yourself,  are  still  in 
the  employ  of  the  Ho.spital  at  the  end  of  a 
month,  you  will  receive  a  check  for  $3.00. 

If  you  bring  in  a  second  person  under  the 
same  conditions,  you  will  receive  a  check 
for  $4.00. 

If  you  bring  in  a  third  person  under  the 
same  conditions,  you  will  receive  a  check 
for  $5.00  and  for  every  person  whom  you 
may  sponsor. 

This  offer  may  not  be  available  after 
January  1,  1945,  so,  to  benefit  it  would  be 
advisable  to  sponsor  some  people  between 
today  and  the  first  of  the  year.  Further, 
this  oficr  is  tax  free.  In  other  words,  there 
will  be  no  deduction  for  taxes  from  the 
full  ainount  of  the  check. 

By  bringing  someone  to  work  at  New 
York  Hospital,  you  will  not  only  earn  some 
money  for  yourself,  but  you  will  be  making 
some  Holiday  cheer  for  the  institution  by 
presenting  it  with  a  much  appreciated 
Christmas  present  in  the  form  of  a  new 
employee. 

*•        *  * 

Please  .  .  .  the  Paint! 

When  the  feet  are  tired  and  need  a  brace, 
While  uaiting  for  elevators,  up  or  down, 

or  some  other  thing, 
'I  he  Hooi  •.  v\  ill  rest  them  iti  the  proper  place. 
Not  on  the  wall  to  scratch  the  paint, 
And  leave  a  heel  mark  to  deface. 
Stop  and  think,  that  mar  you  make 
Is  a  black  mark  toward  yo\ir  di.sgrace. 

Anonymous. 


